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C
onsid er yo urse lf we ll and truly 
gu ilt-tripped if you haven 't noticed 
the explosion in gily publishi ng. 
Four major new magazines were 

released last year: Phase, Attitude, Diva and 
Bonn, of which only Attitude and Dioa have 
surv ived. Diva is the only one to add ress 
lesbians an d is publish ed by the peopl e 
who bring Gny Times into the wo rld, while 
A ltitude, the self-styled baddie, is p ublished 
by Northern and She ll. Two particular 
terms have crys tallised aro un d these publi­
ca tions: "lifestyle" and "q ueer ". 

Wha t is called queer pol itics grew out of 
AIDSjHIV activism in the United Sta tes 
and was fuelled by the anger and urgency 
eng endered by the horrific scale of the 
epide mic there. During the 1980s it 
ap pea red that lesbian s. gay men, bisexuals 
and heterosexual men and women ha d 
found new terms to express political affilia­
tions. Focus ing on commo n griev ances 
about pover ty, gender, power and the casti­
gution of perversity, a new commitment to 
political co-operation emerged . A t last, here 
was a space in w hich black an d white 
lesbians and gay men and bisexuals of all 
predilections cou ld belong. Unfortuna tely 
the political fury around AlDSjHIV issues 
couldn' t gloss over tensions inherent in 
such co-operation - and activist gro ups 
shattered along the very lines around which 
they had momen tarily been homogenised. 

In Brita in, our act ivis m hasn't ye t been 
fu elled by the same scale of ep idemic, but 
the sex ually transgr essive chic posturing ­
the least in teres ting p art of qu eer activism 
in the US - has taken a strong hold. In part 
th is has been encouraged by lesbian and 
gay studies in acade mia. As with quee r 
ac tivism, academic initiatives have been 
incredibly va luable, and have reinvigorated 
the politics of sexuality, 

But w ha t now seems to be passing i tself 
off as queer is a rather tawdr y attempt to 
trash the idea of identity. We do n' t have 
identi ties any mo re, don 't you know? Not 
for us the old draconian ideas abo ut oppres ­
sion. No, now we have "lifes tyles", w hich 
are much more interesting because they arc 
all about what bits of your body are pierced, 
and whe re you shop and whethe r yo u 
should be d rink ing capp uccino or Absolu t. 

It is in the na me of lifestyle that we can 
suggest how grea t it is tha t some s tra igh t 
men are "gay acting", and it is in the name 
of lifestyle that A ttitude sells itself as a 
magazine aimed "prima ri ly b u t not exclu­
sively ot gay men" . It is in the name of 
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marks a progressive shift. It is in the nam e 
of money that A ttitude'» ed itors s tate that 
"in these post-qu eer times, we're not inter­
ested in policing boundaries". 

In the first issu e of A ttitude, journalist 
Paul Burston exhorted his readersh ip to 
knee in the balls and piss in the beer of any 
"miserab le qu een" w ho moan s about how 
he can't sta nd heterosexual men . Burs ton 
was de fend ing wha t he calls gay act ing 
s traight men - members of a wonderfu l 
spec ies who have tastes an d inclina tions 
that are apparen tly gay, and which blur the 
boundar ies between gay and s traight. Well 
Paul, yo u' d be tter piss in my beer and knee 
me in the bollocks, because guess what? I 
can' t stand he terosexua l men, and I can' t 
stand your bu llshit. 

'The ap pearan ce of the lifestyle magazines 
does suggest that a shift has taken place, 
that lesbian and gay material is more 
accep table, and in this they are part of a 
larger trend . But w ha t are the terms of this 
visibility, thi s accepta bility? Of the sur­
viving magazines Diva largely remains 
subcultura l>- you wo n' t see it as yet on the 
shelves of WI-I Smith. And, desp ite its 
"lifestyle" tag, it doesn' t add ress a main­
st ream a ud ience but fills a shameful void 
produced by gay male misogyny. A tutude is 
more mainstream, glossier and the mo st 
successful. It is no coincidence that as 
queerness becomes divo rced from any chal­
lenge to the cultural au thority of heterosex­
ua li ty, we can now find Altit llde nestling 
among those othe r narcissistic celebra tions 
of the splendour of masculini ty, ArcIl.a, GQ, 
Esquire, FI'IM, even Loaded. 

This is the jou rnalistic equ iva lent of 
"mixed" qu eer clubs, whe re straigh t babes 
and blokes can pull on a p air of hot pants 
and platforms, drop an E, and bop their tits 
off with the groovy qu eers, blurring the 
boundari es, br inging those walls of opp res­
sion do w n with them. 

1 don 't want merely to trash qu eer poli­
tics in Bri tain - it serve d a purpose a t a 
spec ific mom ent . But we do need to 
examine w hy it hasn 't pr oved more effec­
tive . Particularly significan t is the WilY its 
in-ver-face rebellious s tance could so easily 
be packaged into a "lifesty le", att ractive to 
liberal heterosexuals. Many of those who 
seek to represent us hav e forgotten why we 
need to identi fy a sexua l identity in the first 
pla ce. It's abo ut owning and protecting a 
space wh ere the id ea of same -sex desir e is 
accep table. But being ab le to accomplish 
this depends on making that space chal­
leng ing to the structures that keep het ero­
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transgressive chic d own the gravy train of 
acceptability. Quee rs have always been all 
right as long as they were entertaining and 
kept their head s down. 

Providin g a magazine glossy an d int er­
es ting enough (and At/dude is that a t leas t) 
to appeal to heterosexual men, and then 
flattering them into thinking they 're pu sh­
ing back the front iers of sexua l po litics 
when they buy it, isn ' t tha t far aWilY from 
havin g us a ll min cing throu gh sitcoms 
lisping "I'm free", like John hunan in Are 
You Being Seroed], Playin g to a main stream 
(that is, heterosexual) au d ience might 
increase your loot, but don 't kid us you're 
interested in doing anyth ing else. 

People d on't go on about identity just to 
be difficult . Hetero sexuality isn't just some 
postmo dern iron ic effect, a pe rformance to 
be parodi ed or decons tr ucted. It's an insti­
tuti on p roduced through complex power 
relations. Getting straight men to use mois­
turi ser, wear Vivienne Wes twood clothes or 
dance to Kylie Mino gue doesn 't rein force 
any thing but their p ow er to be anywhere, 
do any thing, buy anyone. 

Gay men ha ve a 10L to learn , s till, from 
feminism. When Robin Williams, in the film 
Mrs Doubtfire, shoved on a dr ess and 
pr etended to be Margaret Rutherford on 
speed, he didn't understand what it's like to 
be a mother and a w ife. He wasn't renegoti­
ating his cultura l authority, he was rein­
forcing it. If you wan t to know wh at it's like 
ove r here, don 't app rop riate wha t it looks 
like - s tay whe re you are and measure the 
d istance between us. 

In a recent issue of Attitude, the lead 
singe r of cha rt success D:Ream was in ter­
viewed. When pressed abo ut his sex uality, 
he confessed to once hav ing enjoyed a blow 
job from a man a t a party - while he was 
ou t of his head, naturally. This beautifu lly 
back-ha nd ed condescension led the boys a t 
Attitude to wet their collec tive Calv in 
Kleins. In an edito rial tripping over itself to 
valorise the bravery of such an admission, 
they failed to sugges t that the pop s tar was 
merely protecting his mar ket, upholding 
the struc tures tha t keep homosexua lity 
abject, or even tha t he was merely imitating 
the David Bowie of 20 yea rs ago. 

And that is the state of con tempo ra ry 
politics: some pretty boy (very pretty actu­
ally) po p s tar deigns to adm it that he once 
enjoyed a bit of strange and a bunch of 
corp ora te p up pe ts go ga-ga . As Attitude's 
ed itors put it, you can' t blam e peopl e for 
protecting their own interests. • 
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speed, he d idn't understand what it's like to 
be a mother and a wife. He was n't renegot i­
ati ng his cultura l authority, he was rein­
forcing it. If you wan t to know what it's like 


